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Rogue grammar - the dirty dozen
Twelve little things that make a big difference

“The catnip
affected the cat. The effect was hilarious.”

“It looks like a cat.”

“It looks as if the cat wants
to come in.”

“The food was shared equally between the
tabby, tortoiseshell and moggy.”
“The food was
shared equally among all three cats.”

Dependant / Dependent
A ‘dependant’ (noun) relies on something or someone,
which makes them ‘dependent’ (adjective).

“I sometimes compare my cat to a Bengal tiger but |
wouldn’t compare her with any other big cat.”

“I complimented the cat on
its excellent mouse kill.”
“My two cats complement each other
perfectly. | now have a full complement of felines.”

“The cat may come in. It
might even sing and dance.”
“May | feed the cat?”

“The cat that you
like is in the window”
“The cat, which is in the window, is
the one you like.”

“I bought
fewer than ten tins of cat food”
“The cat food cost me less than
£10.”

“The cat came into the

“The cat came in to eat its

As / Since

‘As’ and ‘since’ are interchangeable but the former is
seen as less formal than the latter (which is temporal).

“I wanted to do a
crossword but the cat was lying stationary on my
stationery.”
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